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D E V O T I O N A L

He

Feels It Too
By Gerald A. Klingbeil

L D S

M E D I A

Death has no place in God’s heart

T

he wailing of singers and the searing notes of flute
players punctuated the silence of the day. Death was
in the air when Jesus entered the village of Nain.
Doctor Luke calls it a “city” (Luke 7:11), but in reality
it must have just been a collection of humble Galilean
houses, built of rough stones with wood-framed flat roofs.
People who lived in Nain, located about 32 kilometers (20
miles) southwest of Capernaum and 10 kilometers (six
miles) southeast of Nazareth, did not belong to the elite
of Jewish society. Like many living in first century A.D.
Palestine, they struggled to make ends meet and often felt
squeezed by the merciless Roman occupiers. Nain was not
a place where hope had made its home.
On that particular morning, however, hope had decided
to visit Nain in the most unlikely setting. Hope showed
itself during a funeral procession.
A God We Can Touch

Jesus’ earthly ministry is characterized by one particular
fact: The living Word, the God who had spoken the universe
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and galaxies into existence, became one of us. After more
than 30 years Jesus understood the daily struggles of people
living around Him. He had shared in those struggles as He
had worked in the carpenter shop in Nazareth. Now, He was
sharing the grief and pain of those He had come to save.
Luke tells us that Jesus did not enter Nain alone. His
disciples and a large crowd that had seen Him heal the sick
and teach the Word in ways they had never heard before
followed Him. They were greeted by a sizable funeral procession leaving the village on their way to the burial
grounds of Nain (Luke 7:11, 12). First century A.D. Jewish
funeral rites mandated that a dead person had to be buried
the same day. Often the body was anointed and wrapped in
a burial cloth prior to carrying it on a plank to the burial
cave or cemetery located outside the city. Normally family
members would mourn for 30 days.
But death is nothing normal. Death is Satan’s way of
claiming lordship over Planet Earth. Every time we face death
we realize anew that we live in a sinful, fallen world in need of
redemption. Our tears reflect the pain and loss we feel when

The Creator cannot be insensitive
to the pain of His creatures.
we have to close the eyes of a loved one for the last time.
Jesus must have experienced the devastation and grief
caused by death before He entered Nain. The absence of
Jesus’ father, Joseph, from the Gospel narrative following
their return from Egypt suggests an early death and makes
Jesus fatherless.1 It is even possible that Jesus knew the
deceased and his family, considering the proximity of Nain
to Nazareth. Jesus’ familiarity with death and loss, however,
did not make Him unsympathetic to the grief of those
experiencing that loss. The Creator cannot be insensitive to
the pain of His creatures.
Luke notes a three-step response as Jesus encountered
the funeral procession on their way to the final resting
place of the deceased. Jesus sees, He feels compassion, then
He speaks (verse 13). What shall we make of His “Do not
weep” to a grieving widow? Talk is cheap, goes the saying,
and people may have wondered about Jesus’ statement. In
the face of death we all weep (including Jesus; cf. John
11:35). But Jesus not only talks—Jesus acts.
The God Who Acts

As Jesus moves forward to the plank carrying the dead
body, people hold their breath. Everything stops as He
touches the young man, the “only son of his mother” (Luke
7:12). Mosaic law prohibited contact with a corpse, resulting in ritual defilement (Num. 19:11, 16). He who touched
a dead body could not approach God’s presence.
But Jesus does not only touch. Jesus speaks—with
authority and conviction: “Young man, I say to you, arise”
(Luke 7:14). For a moment it seems as if no one dares to
breathe or utter a sound. I imagine silence following Jesus’
command. Then it happens—first unperceptively, then
more clearly. The melodious voice of Jesus can give life to a
dead man. The voice that had uttered “Let there be light”
brings light into the utter darkness of a funeral procession.
The young man sits up and begins to speak. Jesus helps
him down the burial plank and leads him to his weeping
mother. We don’t read of joyous embraces and loud praise.
Luke’s short account does not give us all the details—yet
we can sense the divine in such a moment when an utter
impossibility becomes a tangible reality.
When God faces death, death always has to retreat.
When God sees loss and pain, He whispers into our hearts,
“Do not weep.” The crowd is stunned as they witness this
miracle. Awe and fear fill the hearts of those observing.
This awe leads them to glorify God. Popular sentiment is
that a great prophet has been raised in their midst and that
God has visited His people (verse 16). The first points back

to two great Old Testament prophets, Elijah and Elisha,
who also returned two beloved children to their mothers (1
Kings 17:21-23; 2 Kings 4:31-35). The second is closer to
the truth—even though no one has yet understood the fact
that God not only has come for a brief visit, but has committed to eternity.
The God Who Feels Our Pain

Jesus raised more than one person from the dead during His short ministry on earth. These miracles function as
tangible illustrations of His power over darkness. They
speak of the Creator whose word means life. While making
important theological statements, they also show us the
God who overcomes—and feels our pain.
I love Ellen White’s take on this story: “He who stood
beside the sorrowing mother at the gate of Nain watches
with every mourning one beside the bier. He is touched
with sympathy for our grief. His heart, that loved and pitied,
is a heart of unchangeable tenderness. His word, that called
the dead to life, is no less efficacious now than when spoken
to the young man of Nain. He says, ‘All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth.’ Matt. 28:18. That power is not
diminished by the lapse of years, nor exhausted by the
ceaseless activity of His overflowing grace. To all who
believe on Him He is still a living Savior.”2
God grieves with every grieving mother and father. God
cries with every weeping husband or wife. God knows the
aching heart of every brother, sister, uncle, aunt, grandfather,
or grandmother experiencing the loss caused by death. God
knows—then He gets ready for the impossible. Life eternal,
born on resurrection morning, is not too big for Him. Ask
the mother shouting praises at the entrance of Nain. Listen
to Martha and Mary as they embrace Lazarus. Resurrection
day is coming; it’s just around the corner. Can you imagine a
time when “death will be no more” (Rev. 21:4, NRSV)3 and
tears and sorrow will just be a faint memory? ■
1I

recognize that Joseph was not Jesus’ physical father. But he was called by God, the heavenly
Father, to protect and care for the God-man Jesus as He entered our world.
2 Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1898), p. 319.
3 Bible texts credited to NRSV are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright
©1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the U.S.A. Used by permission.

Gerald A. Klingbeil is an associate editor
of Adventist World, who looks forward to
resurrection morning.
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